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Our Community - News and Contests 

Canada’s Governor General becomes a member 
of Caisse populaire Desjardins de Lévis
On a visit to Lévis on September 21, Governor General David Johnston and his wife  
Sharon became honorary members of the first credit union founded in North America, 
thus continuing a long tradition established by seven previous governors general. 

The visitors started with a tour of Maison Alphonse-Desjardins to immerse themselves in 
the history of Desjardins Group’s first financial services cooperative. Their Excellencies 
then visited the headquarters of Caisse populaire Desjardins de Lévis, where they were 
officially made honorary members. The visit concluded with lunch at the offices of the 
Fédération des caisses Desjardins with the Chair of the Board, President and CEO of 
Desjardins Group, Monique F. Leroux, and a number of officers.

The first Canadian governor general to become an honorary member of Caisse populaire 
Desjardins de Lévis was Lord Earl Grey in March 1907. He served at the time as honorary 

president of the International Cooperative Al-
liance and had supported a bill in the Canadian 
parliament to protect and provide a legal frame- 
work for the Lévis caisse. The others were the 
Right Honourable Vincent Massey in 1953,  
Jules Léger in 1977, Edward Schreyer in 1979, 
Jeanne Sauvé in 1987, Adrienne Clarkson in 
2002, and Michaëlle Jean in 2007.

It is always a pleasure for the officers of Caisse 
populaire Desjardins de Lévis to welcome a 
new member to their cooperative, but they 
are doubly proud when the new member is the  
Governor General of Canada.   

“Go Paperless” contest 
Do you own Desjardins Funds? Register for the new Des-
jardins Funds online investment statement by January 
30, 2012, and you could win one of three $5,000 prizes. 
Draws will be held November 30 and December 30, 
2011, and January 31, 2012. You can register for the on-
line investment statement service via AccèsD, by phone 
at 1-800-CAISSES, or at www.desjardinsfunds.com. 

“My Parents and Me, What a Team!” contest 
The school caisse is a great opportunity to teach your children to save. To reward them for 
the efforts they make with your help, Desjardins is offering a chance to win one of 38 family 

vacation packages valued at $700 each or one of 15 “I’m Saving for My Dream!” cert-
ificates worth $100. To enter, parents of a child who is a member of a Desjardins 

school caisse must complete an entry form with the child by March 30, 2012. 
The form, as well as the contest rules, is available in the “Enter our contests” 
section of the Desjardins website. www.desjardins.com/contest 

This contest is open to school caisse members at primary schools in Québec 
and Ontario that offer the school caisse educational service, as well as their 

parents. For more information on the school caisse, go to www.desjardins.com/
schoolcaisse. 

ERRATUM  “The natural way to invest!” advertisement in our last 
issue, about our Natural Resource Guaranteed Investment, should have 
read “a 7.49% maximum annual compound rate of return.” We apologize 
for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

Governor General of Canada, David Johnston, 
and his wife, Sharon Johnston, with Monique F. 
Leroux, Chair of the Board, President and CEO of 
Desjardins Group, and Clément Samson, President 
of Caisse de Lévis, during their visit to Maison 
Alphonse-Desjardins.


